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Compared with the more sophisticated works of
the Mogul Court painters the drawing of the
figures and horses is naive and primitive, though
the design shows a fine sense of dignity and
rhytfimic beauty. Any lack of academic learning
is more than atoned for by its romantic charm,
The orthodox critic in Europe is inclined to
treat impressionism as a somewhat peculiar
development in modem ait, towards which he
ought to maintain a strictly guarded, if not
hostile attitude It is sometimes a spedality,
but more often a fad. To the academic professor
it is a dangerous tendency, almost a vice, which
should be sternly repressed in all students. The
true oriental artist regards it as the breath of
life, the end of all art; he thinks that of all
artistic faculties, the one which must be trained
and developed to the highest degree is the faculty
of realising thought-impressions-
But his impressionism is not merely a blurred
vision of natural appearances, as it often is in
modem European art. To see with the mind,
not merely with the eye ; to bring out the essential
quality, not the common appearance of thing?;
to give the movement and character in a figure,
not only the bone and mtiscle; to reveal some
precious quality or effect in a landscape, not
merely physiographical or botanical facts; and,
above all, to identify himself with the inner
consciousness of the Nature he portrays, and to